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Welcome to the Dr. Bobbie Bailey School of Music 
at Kennesaw State University 
We offer a world class undergraduate education…training future 
performers, music educators, and leaders in the field of music. 
More than 285 majors and minors pursue degrees in performance, 
music education, composition, applied studies, theory, musicology, 
and ethnomusicology. Our programs and students stand out as the 
forerunners for the next generation of inspired musical scholars.
 
We pride ourselves on our students’ accomplishments from 
successfully acing their first theory exams, perfecting their collective 
sounds in performances, to signing contracts for their first real jobs!
 
KSU Bailey School of Music has a long-standing tradition of 
student ensemble performances at state, regional, and national 
music conferences. Our student ensembles are regularly featured 
at prestigious conferences throughout the country, including the 
Georgia Music Educators, National Collegiate Choral Organization, 
National Band Association, Southern Division College Band 
Directors National Association, and the American Choral Directors 
Association Southern Division and National Conferences.
 
Our faculty are dynamic artists-performers-scholars who are 
conductors, teachers, composers, researchers, and artists who 
regularly perform with the Georgia Symphony Orchestra, Atlanta 
Opera, Atlanta Chamber Players, and the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra, to highlight just a few. KSU Bailey School of Music is a 
leader in music training regionally, nationally, and internationally.
 
Start your journey … where talent is cultivated, creativity is nurtured, 
performers are inspired, and where passion is heard.
 
Leslie J. Blackwell, DMA 
Interim Director, Bailey School of Music
2020-2021
Dixon/Henderson, arr. Wolpe
Bye, Bye Blackbird
John Fedcchock
Bossa Rio
Theile/Wiess, arr. Funderburk
What a Wonderful World
Higgenbotham, Drake and FIsher, arr. Funderburk
Good Morning, Heartache
Program
Reeds
Eli Ethridge
Shayla Knight
Alexis Russell
Noah Pirkle
Stan Kiklica
Trumpets
Nate Patterson
Kameron Clarke
Trombones
Blue Goodman
Wesley McDonald
Wes Funderburk
Luis Rivera
Rhythm
Jake Daron, piano
Piper Johnson, bass
Jimmy Durkin, bass
Alex Sotka, drums
Lucas Williams, drums
Chris Sarzen, guitar
Louis Reyes, guitar
David Lecomte, guitar 
Jack Pfahl, guitar
Sadie Llop, vocals
Personnel List
Wes Funderburk
Wes Funderburk has performed across the United States and Europe and is currently 
one of the most sought after trombonists and arrangers in Atlanta and the Southeast. 
He is the author of Funderbone.com and the inventor of Blog Songs! Wes has 
written, performed and recorded with a wide array of national and internationally-
renowned artists including: John Driskell Hopkins, the Stiletto Brass Quintet, Jennifer 
Holliday, Band of Horses, Spoon, Jermaine Dupri, Cee Lo,The Boston Brass, Natalie 
Cole, Dallas Austin, SoShy, Kelis, India Arie, Slide Hampton, Joe Gransden, The 
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and the Atlanta Pops Orchestra. He has also been a 
featured performer at the Atlanta Dogwood Festival, Atlanta Jazz Festival, Atlanta 
Black Arts Festival, Candler Park Festival, Inman Park Festival, Montreux-Atlanta Jazz 
Festival, Jacksonville Jazz Festival, Montreux Jazz Festival and North Sea Jazz Festival.
Wes’ recording credits include: So So Def Records, Atlantic Records, Verve Records, 
Colombia Records, Universal Records, Arista Records, Giant Step Records, the 
Cartoon Network and the Weather Channel. His arranging credits include music 
for Russell Gunn’s Krunk Jazz Orchestra, Jennifer Holliday, Ben van Dijk, Natalie 
Cole, Joe Gransden Big Band, the Georgia Brass Band, The Atlanta Jazz Orchestra, 
Kennesaw State University jazz ensemble, Georgia State University jazz ensemble 
and brass band, the Piedmont Trombone Society and the Tempest Little Big Band. 
Wes is also the leader and co-founder of the Funderhorns— a freelance commercial 
horn section that has recorded in some of the finest recording studios in the country.
As an educator, Wes has given clinics and master classes at University of Georgia, 
Francis Marion University, The University of North Florida, Georgia State University, 
Columbus State University (Ga), the Mars Hill Low Brass Retreat, Tanglewood Music 
Camp and numerous high schools across the Southeast.
In 2007, Wes joined the faculty at Kennesaw State University as a Jazz Band Director 
and in 2010 joined the faculty at Georgia State University as Visiting Lecturer in 
jazz studies. Wes earned his bachelor’s degree in trombone performance from the 
University of North Florida and his master’s degree in trombone performance with a 
concentration in jazz studies from Georgia State University.
Wes has served as a governor for the Atlanta chapter of the Recording Academy and 
a clinician and performing artist for Rath trombones.
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